KRISTI
My camp story starts about 7 years ago when I was taking courses through PSU to become certified in Autism. One
night my professor asked me to stay behind after class. My first thought was that I did not do so well on my BIP… but
luckily for me it had nothing to do with grades! She explained to me she had an opportunity she wanted me to consider
and shared the information about a place called Camp Encourage. At first I kind of laughed it off because I am an
asthmatic and have a sun allergy so camp was not on my top list of things to do in the summer! But she assured me
she thought I would be a good fit and I got home and pulled up the webpage to see more of what this was about. I had
no idea a camp like this existed and as I read through the details and looked at the
pictures something just felt right so I applied and was accepted as a counselor.
The first Saturday in June I drove to Tall Oaks for orientation. I was nervous because
I really did not know what to expect and just hoped that I would do a good job for
these amazing campers and that the food would be a step above cafeteria food! I
started walking up to Budd Park and was greeted by a very friendly woman in a tie
dye shirt and backwards baseball cap. She shook my hand and asked if this was
my first time to camp and if I knew ASL. I said yes to both but before I could admit
that my ASL was a bit rusty she was signing to me. Luckily I was able to catch most
of what she said without looking like a total fool as we walked up to the building. I
immediately felt comfortable with this woman and felt that if even half of the volunteers were as nice her, I would be ok!
I made it through orientation without being too overwhelmed, got my camper files and was ready for camp later that
June. I was in Delaware cabin and had an amazing group of individuals to work with there. All came from varying
backgrounds and varied in age from 19-50. Most had been counselors before and I could not help but get the feeling
they were like a family and that I could easily fit in here. In fact, everyone was so welcoming and seemed to care for one
another. It was a really cool thing to be a part of and my campers had not even arrived!
While I was prepared for the heat, bugs and exhaustion, I was not prepared for what those 4 days at camp would mean
to me and how they would change me. I was not prepared for the amazing people and awesome achievements that I
witnessed. I had no idea that a place like this could exist. I remember driving down the gravel road to head home and
this huge rush of emotion ran over me and I started to cry… at first I was confused at myself. I am not a huge emotional
person and I remember calling my husband to say I was on my home. He heard the tears in my voice and asked how it
was and I remember that the only word that came to mind was “magic”.
To this day that is still how I feel about camp. It is magic and you see things that truly move you and fill your heart. After
that first session my heart was so full and I was so excited to come back and become a part of the camp family. After
that first summer I have come back and volunteered at each session as a counselor and group leader and the last two
years I was lucky enough to be an intern. I have learned so much from our amazing leaders Kelly and Sandy and now I
am blessed to be a Behavior Specialist summer 2017.
I owe a lot to Camp Encourage. They have given me a place I truly feel like myself and have introduced me to some of
the greatest people I know. That woman I met on the first day was our very own EB! She has become one of my very
favorite people and someone I truly admire. I am so grateful for this camp and the people who are involved in it and
cannot wait to see what is to come. Here is to another 10 years of magic!

